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Potential Solution

The site would benefit from being improved to a 

signalized intersection. The installation of traffic 

signal would provide pedestrians with a dedicated 

crossing phase, which would result a safer 

pedestrian environment, providing definition to 

both motorists and pedestrians. 

Cost Estimate

To be determined

Analysis

Accident data indicates the intersection area has experienced ten pedestrian 

accidents, all of which have occurred while pedestrians were in a crosswalk. The 

presence of crosswalks can give pedestrians a false sense of security in instances 

where there is no stop control (traffic signal or stop sign) for vehicles. Lack of 

attention by motorists, on-street parking and bus maneuvers  could be other 

potential factors that may have contributed to creating the conditions in place today.
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Vineyard Boulevard

Between Palama Street and Aala Street
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Description

In Honolulu, HI, Vineyard Boulevard (Hwy 98) is a divided principal arterial with a 30 

mph posted speed limit. There are sidewalks on both sides of the street with a 

median refuge. A fence along the grass median helps prevent jaywalkers from 

crossing outside of marked crosswalks. There is high pedestrian activity in this 

commercial/residential neighborhood.  In 2010, the State DOT installed pedestrian 

countdown timers at all intersections in the stretch of roadway. 

Analysis

Accident data indicates that conflicting movements of turning vehicles and 

pedestrian crossing,  and pedestrian crossing outside of crosswalk or against the walk 

signal were primary factors involved in the 13 pedestrian accidents that occurred 

within this section of Vineyard Boulevard between 2004 and 2008. Note that the 

effectiveness of the State DOT’s recent improvements could not be measured since 

the accidents were recorded between 2004 and 2008.  Therefore, this site should be 

monitored to determine if the improvements help reduced the number of pedestrian 

accidents at this location.
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Potential Solution

This section of Vineyard Boulevard could be further enhanced through signal 

modification to convert permissive left turns to protected only left turns at specific 

intersections and/or to include a leading pedestrian interval when the technology is 

available within the State DOT.  A leading pedestrian interval would enable the walk 

signal several seconds before the green traffic signal, which would allow pedestrians 

to enter the crosswalk  before vehicles are allowed to make the permissive left-turn. 

This would make pedestrians more visible to motorists. Further analysis is required 

to verify whether or not  the modifications are warranted and potential impacts 

could be mitigated. 

Additional signage that can remind turning drivers the presence of pedestrians 

would help improve drivers’ awareness of pedestrian crossing when they are making 

a right turn after stop or a permissive left turn.

The existing public educational program “Walk Wise Hawaii” would also be an 

effective solution to address pedestrian safety concerns in this area.  Walk Wise 
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effective solution to address pedestrian safety concerns in this area.  Walk Wise 

Hawaii is an educational program of the State DOT, which works through community 

partnerships, presentations and the media to educate pedestrians and drivers on 

safe walking and driver awareness of pedestrians. This program operates with grants 

from the National Highway Transportation Services and currently has partnered with 

many key businesses, community organizations and government agencies. An 

important and powerful element of the outreach is the Walk Wise Hawaii Pedestrian 

and Driver Pledges.  The audience takes the pledge and is asked to share what they 

have learned with at least one member of their family.  Outreach events and 

presentations done by Walk Wise Hawaii speakers at various elementary, middle 

and high schools, as well as community centers, senior centers and businesses 

within the neighborhood are strongly recommended.

Cost Estimate

To be determined
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Vineyard Boulevard and Queen Emma Street Intersection

Honolulu, HI

Description

In Honolulu, HI, Vineyard Boulevard (Hwy 98) is a divided principal arterial with a 30 

mph posted speed limit. There is considerable pedestrian activity in the area of the 

Pedestrian bridge

Central M.S.Central M.S.

Local setting        Local setting        
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mph posted speed limit. There is considerable pedestrian activity in the area of the 

Vineyard Blvd./Queen Emma Street intersection with two schools and senior housing 

nearby.  The intersection is signalized with crosswalks, pedestrian countdown timers 

and a median refuge.  There is an existing pedestrian bridge 250’ north of the 

intersection with Queen Emma Street that provides pedestrian access between the 

school campuses.

Analysis

2004 -2008 accident data indicates that most accidents 

occurred when there was a conflict between turning 

vehicles and pedestrian crossing Vineyard Boulevard. 

Left turns from Queen Emma Street onto Vineyard 

Boulevard are permissive. Pedestrians involved in these 

accidents were primarily senior citizens. In 2010, the 

State DOT completed a project that installed pedestrian 

countdown timers at this intersection, in addition to 

eight other locations along Vineyard Boulevard from 

Palama Street to Punchbowl Street.  The current 

accident data does not reflect this new site condition, 

therefore it is recommended that the site be monitored 

to determine if recent improvements have improved 

pedestrian safety at this location.
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Potential Solutions

This intersection could be further enhanced through signal modification to include a 

leading pedestrian interval when the technology is available within the State DOT.  A 

leading pedestrian interval would enable the walk signal several seconds before the 

green traffic signal, which would allow pedestrians to enter the crosswalk  before 

vehicles are allowed to make the permissive left-turn. This technology solution 

would make pedestrians more visible to motorists and is most effective when 

restricting vehicles from turning right on red. Converting permissive left turns from 

Queen Emma Street onto Vineyard Boulevard to protected only left turns could also 

be considered to avoid the conflict movements.   Another consideration is a review 

of the signal timing and increasing the pedestrian crossing time.  Further analysis is 

required to verify whether or not the proposed signal modifications mentioned are 

warranted and potential impacts could be mitigated. 
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Additional signage reminding turning 

drivers the presence of pedestrians 

would help improve drivers’ awareness of 

pedestrian crossing when they are 

making a right turn after stop or a 

Cost Estimate

To be determined

making a right turn after stop or a 

permissive left turn. 

The existing public educational program 

“Walk Wise Hawaii” would also be an 

effective solution to address pedestrian 

safety concerns in this area.  Walk Wise 

Hawaii is an educational program of the 
State DOT, which works through community partnerships, presentations and the 

media to educate pedestrians and drivers on safe walking and driver awareness of 

pedestrians. This program operates with grants from the National Highway 

Transportation Services and currently has partnered with many key businesses, 

community organizations and government agencies. An important and powerful 

element of the outreach is the Walk Wise Hawaii Pedestrian and Driver Pledges.  The 

audience that takes the pledge is asked to share what they have learned with at least 

one member of their family.  Outreach events and presentations done by Walk Wise 

Hawaii speakers at various elementary, middle and high schools, as well as 

community centers, senior centers and businesses within the neighborhood are 

strongly recommended.
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